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belongings! Disappointed in her hopes of the sons
and daughters of the Wild West, she made her way
to New Orleans, where the strange magical rites
practised by a sect of West African negroes, known
as Voodoos, excited her curiosity.  These rites,
however, were of a very undesirable character, and
so she moved on to pastures new.   ^ w       ^'

Mexico provided her with interesting material
and also with the necessary number of adventures,
without which no single year of her life was com-
plete. It is wonderful that she passed unscathed
through all these wanderings; nothing stood her in
such good stead as the magic of her own fearless-
ness.   During these Mexican wanderings she
resolved to go to India to try to meet again that
Teacher whom she now knew physically. Strange
as it may seem, she had already met two others
who were bent on a similar quest; one an English-
man and the other a Hindu. The three pilgrims,
presumably in 1852, but that date is not certain,
reached Bombay, where their paths separated.
Madame Blavatsky did not succeed in her quest
on this first occasion, only getting as far as Nepal,
where she was compelled to turn back.  She
returned to England in 1853, but the preparations
for the Crimean War offended her patriotic feelings,
and she crossed to America, going this time to New
York, and afterwards to the Far West and across
the Rocky Mountains with emigrants' caravans, till
she reached San Francisco, where she stayed for
some time.